Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National

Audit Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute

an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and

hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK

Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory

audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the

Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02

(AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is

available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit- practice/guidance-and-

information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective

and that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance

and Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and

+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

LODDISWELL PARSH COUNCIL - DV0228

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance
with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern
that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None
3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024.

External Auditor Name

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities™

Date



Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24
LODDISWELL PARISH

www.loddiswell.org

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority’s intemal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessmenl of risk, carried out a selecuve assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
controls in and obtained app from the authority.

The internal audit for 2023/24 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s neads and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
oul below are the objectives of internal conlrol and alongside are the intemal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to & standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept the financial yr

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was approprialcly accounted for.

C. This authorty assessed the sgnificant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements fo manage these.

D. The pracept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was ragularly monitored; and resenves were i

E. Expecled income was fully received, based on corvecl prices, propery recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was

F. Petty cash payments were pmperly suppmed by rsooots all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted

G. Sularies 1o employees and anmvances o memburs were paid in accordance with this authority’s
approvals, and PAYE and N| requirements were property apphod.

H. Asset and investmenls regisiers were complete and accurate and properly maintained

1. Periodic bank account iliations were: properly carried out during the year.

J. Accounting slatements prepared during the year were prepared on the commect acoounting basis (receipls
and payments or income and expendiure), sgoed to the cash bock, supported by an adequate audit
trall from ing records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were propery recorded.

K. If the authority cestified Itseif as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2022/23, it met the
exemption criteria and correclly declared itself exempt. (if the authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2022/23 AGAR tick “not covered”)

L. The authority published the required information ona websitefwebpage up to date at the time of the )
internal audit in with the relevant s

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the aulhorily correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2023-24 AGAR period, )
were public rights in relation to the 2022-23 AGAR evidenced by @ nobice on the website and/or
suthorily approved minutes the dates se).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022/23 AGAR 7
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

AN

section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24
We acknowledge as the members of:
LODDISWELL PARISH

our responsibility for ensuring that there is 2 sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

‘Yos' means that this aut

pfopamdil amam«almmshocwdm
‘with the Accounts and Audit Reguistions

1. We have put in place arangemonts for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparstion of
the accounting

2. We maintained an 50equEte system of inemal control

MWWWWW
for.

including measures designed to provent and detect friwd | ¢/ tho public maney
and cormuption and reviewod Its effectivonoos, its chargo.

3, We tock ai reasonable 1608 10 855ure oursaives has anly dune whst it fias the fegaf power fo do and hes
that there are no matters of actual or potenlial complied with Propar Practices In doing 0.
non-compiance with bws, reguiations and Proger v

Practices thal could have a sgnificant financial effect
on the ability of s authorly 1o conduct its

Dbusiness of manage its finances.
4, We mmacmrnppormmydummwaw during the yser gave Sil persons interestsd the cpparlunty to
umepmuuuf*dors fights in accordance with the v inspoct and ask quustions aboit this suthonty’s accounts.

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Reguiatiors,
5. Wo carried out an assessment of tho risks facing this

considéred and docurmented the fnuncis! and other risks it

authority and took appropriate steps to manage Moee v faces snd doalt with them properly.
riska, Inciuding the Introduction of intemal controls andior
extamal insurance cover whare required. T
‘maintained throughoul the year an adequate and “ananged for 8 compelent persan, indépendent of the fnsncisl
o po v controls and procedures, 10 give an objoctive view on whother

ffectnvo system of intemal audlt of tha acoounting
Intomal conirls Moot tho noods of this smodar authority

records and control systams.
7. We took appropriate action an sl matters raised v o malters browght (o its attention by internal and
in reports from internal and extemnal sudit | extemat auak.
business 9ctvity
8. We considerod whether any liigasion, lisbllities o disciosed everything i should have 3bout its
commitments, avonts or lransactions, occunng olthor during the year inciuding evants taking place efter tho year
dufing or aftor the yoar-ond, havo a financlol impact on v ond i rolovent.

lhs ammmy and, where lppropﬂ:ln, have included Shem

(Fnr Tocal councils anly) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacily 38 the soikc managing
trusiee we diacharged our ScCoUNAbility
responsibiities for the fund(s)iassats, induding
financial reporting and, i required, independent
Cxaminalion of udt.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor ona sopame sheet lor each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.
This Annual was ata Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

eAfus 2o /H
and recorded a5 minute reference: Chaly
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